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(Copyright by W. G. Chapman.)

Netife Durand sat at her typewriter
awalting dictation.. Meanwhile she
stole & secret glanee more than once
at John Ballentyne, office mAnager
for her employer, Mark Lane.

She marveled at lis quiet, unob-
trusive ways. During the past six
months he was ever the reticent but
uniformly courteous young men on
ali cecasions, It had plgued Nettie
somewhat, for she was used to ar-
tention, and from the first something
in the open, surnest fuce of her of?
fice companion had attracted har,

*No iife about him, Nettie, that is
my opinion,” Elsinors Drury had told
her. “He's stone.”

“He has taken me to an entertain-
ment twics," vouchsafed Nettie, “and
1 have never met & more considerate
gentleman.”

“No fire, no enthusiasm,” differed
Elginore. “Takes things as they go—
no initiative.”

Somehow Nettie was impressed
with the ceramonial Mgnity of Mr.
Ballentyne. yot |t was & pleasant con-
trast to the shallow frivolity of most
voung men ehe knew.

“I respect him, that 1 must say,"”
Nettie reflected.

Into the office early one moming
Higinore came all in a fluster, She
beckoned Nettie into the rear office,
cut. of the hearing of the others.

“0b.,"” she hurried, "I know 1 am
not doing right in giving away pro-
fessional secrets, but ! think 2o much
of you!"

“What now?" chailenged Nettie
with curiosity.

“You know I am steaographer for
Mr, Wilson and that he i= a lawyer?™

“Yes, Elsinore.”

“well, just a little whil2 ago one
of his clients from another city came
thelr k. It was about your em-
ployer, Mr. Lane."

“Why, how strange!”

“And serious it may tum out for
you, dear.” .

“You etartle me, Elsinore!™

“Well, I'm going to let out a secret.
It geems that my smployer i the
attorney for & Mr. Charles Manville,
and Mr. Manviile is the man who ad-
vanced the capital for your Mr. Lane
to siart in business."

] think 1 have heard something of
that " murmured Nettle thoughtfully.

“Anyhow. your Mr. Lane has been
talking of paying back Mr. Manville

“This le Indeed Valuable and Timely
Information.”

for some time. Mr. Manviile has be-
come uneasy, 5o he came to the'city
to consult for logal advice. He stated
his ease to our Mr. Wilson. If your

Mr. Lane is going (o fail, or 8 in ’

close quarters or apything Iike that
he wanis to seize on the business to
pay himaelf before a fot of craditors
get abeaad of him."
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